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waiting for the U.S. Government to de-
cide on their immigration status. 

The number of these courageous indi-
viduals brought to the United States 
has plummeted under Donald Trump, 
again, because of this anti-immigrant 
bias. 

I remember the late-Senator John 
McCain speaking often about why our 
country needed to protect those who 
helped our men and women in battle. 
John McCain said it wasn’t just a 
moral issue but also a national secu-
rity issue. He said: Won’t it be harder 
to get people to help our soldiers in the 
future if America abandons those who 
have helped us in the past? For Donald 
Trump, it seems hostility toward im-
migrants overrides even America’s na-
tional security. 

Donald Trump has often claimed he 
supports immigration. He once hi-
jacked a naturalization ceremony, 
which is supposed to be a solemn event, 
no politics. He stole that moment from 
the group of people becoming citizens 
so he could go on and on about false 
claims about his position on immigra-
tion. He said he wanted ‘‘tremendous 
numbers of people to go in.’’ 

Over the last, I guess, 8 or so min-
utes, I have proved that sure is not 
true. The reality is, Donald Trump cut 
legal immigration in half. If I were to 
walk through every cruel and inhu-
mane thing this administration has 
done to immigrants, asylum seekers, 
and refugees, we would be standing 
here until the beginning of January. 

It is going to be hard work disman-
tling Donald Trump’s paper wall, but it 
is a must-do for the President and Vice 
President-elect. I know they agree. 

I want to close my remarks by talk-
ing a little bit about why immigration 
matters. As an Oregonian, I can tell 
that you that Oregon is clearly strong-
er today because of our openness to im-
migrants and refugees and asylum 
seekers. We call it, at home—people 
hear me talk about it here—the Oregon 
Way. It is about fundamental decency. 
There is no other way to describe the 
Oregon Way than those two words, 
‘‘fundamental decency.’’ 

Here is an example of how the Oregon 
Way collides with the Trump policies 
pertaining to visas. Twelve years ago, 
an Iraqi boy named Mustafa came to 
Oregon to receive badly needed medical 
care. He was very injured. He lost a leg 
during the U.S. bomb strike. He needed 
complicated surgeries that couldn’t get 
done in Iraq, so a group of Oregonians 
worked with a nonprofit to bring him 
to my hometown of Portland. 

Mustafa got good care and was able 
to go home. The plan was for him to 
come back to Oregon, periodically, for 
ongoing treatment. Back home in Iraq, 
however, communication was difficult, 
and his family was displaced by Islamic 
State militants. 

Miraculously, in 2016, Oregonians rec-
ognized Mustafa on the TV news from a 
refugee camp outside Fallujah. It was 
clear he still dealt with serious health 
problems. Again, Oregon citizens and 

nonprofits went to bat for him. Again, 
they worked to bring him to the United 
States for care, except this time—this 
time, the Trump administration closed 
the door to Iraqis. They were out of 
luck. 

My staff and I got involved, and to-
gether with all of these dedicated Or-
egonians, we were able to work with 
the Embassy and get key officials to 
get a temporary visa for Mustafa and 
his mom. He got the lifesaving care he 
needed. The Oregon Way actually beat 
back Trump’s hostility to immigra-
tion. 

Now, supporting immigration is not 
just the decent thing to do, it is also 
the smart thing to do for our economy. 
My State is a perfect example. From 
the high-tech economy in the ‘‘Silicon 
Forest’’ to our wonderful family farms 
all across the State, immigrants con-
tribute every day to our economy. 

Nationwide, on average, communities 
with more immigrants have stronger 
and more dynamic economies. Immi-
grants are more likely than those born 
in the United States to participate in 
the labor force. Immigrants are more 
likely to own a small business. Immi-
grants are more likely to move for em-
ployment and take jobs that otherwise 
go unfilled. Those immigrants, plug 
gaps in our economy. They plug gaps in 
our job market. Immigrants are more 
likely to be entrepreneurs. Their kids 
are more likely to want to just work 
and work and work, and they have 
shown that they are more likely to 
climb the economic ladder. 

Immigration has also proven to be a 
big economic and population boost for 
our rural communities, which too 
often, in too many parts of the coun-
try, somehow look like people just are 
willing to turn them into economic 
sacrifice zones, compared to the focus 
on the cities and suburbs. 

Our colleges and universities des-
perately need more foreign-born stu-
dents. Most foreign-born students pay 
full sticker price and subsidize the stu-
dents born in the United States. Due to 
COVID and anti-migrant policies, fewer 
and fewer international students come 
to study in American schools. They are 
choosing to study in other countries 
instead. And you can bet those other 
countries are happy to welcome the 
bright minds at our expense and let 
them find a way to help their econo-
mies. 

Our schools struggle to keep the 
doors open under these conditions. 
They have managed to block some 
Trump policies that are particularly 
harmful to students. I am very proud 
that my alma mater, the University of 
Oregon, led one of those lawsuits. 

But still, many schools are likely to 
close. And if there are fewer inter-
national students coming here who are 
subsidizing Americans, the price that 
American-born students pay for a col-
lege education goes up. It is legislative 
malpractice for the lawmakers to allow 
that to happen when it is a crisis you 
know is headed this way. It is, obvi-

ously, in our interest to be a magnet 
for the best and the brightest. 

Immigrants also protect vital safety 
net programs that Americans care so 
deeply about. With 10,000 people reach-
ing retirement age every day, our 
country needs more workers, more peo-
ple paying into Social Security, more 
people paying into Medicare, wel-
coming into the country more work-
ing-age people who can help shore up 
those trust funds. It can help to protect 
the Medicare guarantee and help en-
sure that Social Security pays full ben-
efits. It is a big mistake to pass up that 
opportunity. 

Finally, the economic boost isn’t the 
biggest reason to support immigration. 
The biggest reason is immigration is 
about our national character; it is 
about our common history. Our coun-
try was founded by people with courage 
and audacity, people who picked up 
their lives and crossed oceans to start 
something new. Who are we to turn 
away all those who would follow in 
their footsteps? Welcoming immigrants 
from around the world makes us more 
youthful and resilient. It honors our 
founding. 

America has always been a land of 
opportunity. It is why my parents 
loved the United States so deeply after 
they arrived here as frightened young-
sters fleeing the worst of humanity. 
Decades later, because of the oppor-
tunity this country handed my parents, 
their son—a first-generation Jewish 
kid—has the honor of standing on the 
floor of the U.S. Senate, the honor of 
representing Oregon in the U.S. Sen-
ate. And what an honor it is to be able 
to be here this morning to talk about 
why the Wyden family is so grateful to 
the United States of America. If some-
day people around the world no longer 
see the United States as a land of op-
portunity, we will have strayed from 
America’s character and purpose. 

For now, the good news is that Don-
ald Trump’s Presidency ends next 
month. The attacks on our immigra-
tion system and on people who dream 
of becoming Americans will be nothing 
more than the angry tweets from a 
man voted out of office. 

With the end of the Trump era, the 
United States can tear down the 
Trump paper wall and rebuild the coa-
lition of Americans from all across the 
political spectrum who value the con-
tributions of immigrants and who care 
for asylum seekers and refugees. It is 
an important part of what makes 
America so special. 

I yield the floor, and I believe we 
have another speaker. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina. 

HONORING TYLER HERNDON 
Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I am here 

today to honor the life of Officer Tyler 
Herndon, a member of the Mount Holly 
Police Department in North Carolina, 
not far from where I live. He tragically 
lost his life in the line of duty last 
week, just days before his 26th birth-
day. 
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Officer Herndon will be laid to rest 

today, and I want to take a moment to 
honor his life, his service to his com-
munity, and speak about the noble pro-
fession he chose. 

Officer Herndon was responding to a 
report of a break-in on Friday morn-
ing, and upon his arrival, he was mur-
dered on the scene. He had been a po-
lice officer at Mount Holly for less 
than 2 years. He is described by his col-
leagues on the Mount Holly Police De-
partment as ‘‘the guy you just couldn’t 
help but like.’’ He was active in his 
community, not only as a law enforce-
ment officer but as a volunteer in local 
schools. His goal was to become an FBI 
officer, and he was just approaching 
the 2 years he needed as a police officer 
to become eligible to apply for the FBI. 

Officer Herndon’s life and promising 
career were senselessly taken away. 
His tragic death is a reminder of the 
dangers our men and women in blue 
face every single day that they go to 
work to protect our communities. 

In 2020, this year, we have lost 47 po-
lice officers who have been killed in 
the line of duty across the United 
States. Of those, 8 were ambushed in 
premeditated attacks, 2 were victims 
of an unprovoked attack, and 37 offi-
cers were killed in the line of duty. 
These gruesome killings are in addi-
tion to the hundreds of officers who 
have been shot and injured this year. 

These 47 Americans are not only law 
enforcement officers—they are some-
body’s parent; they are someone’s 
spouse; they are someone’s child. That 
is a point that has unfortunately been 
neglected by some, especially given the 
shameful effort to not only minimize 
the work of law enforcement but to 
also demonize it. 

Law enforcement officers put their 
lives on the line to keep us safe every 
single day. Our debates in Congress 
should not be about whether to defund 
or abolish the police; they should be 
about how we can respect and support 
law enforcement through greater in-
vestments and commonsense reforms. 

I will never turn my back on the 
brave men and women of law enforce-
ment who protect North Carolina and 
protect communities across this great 
Nation. 

Congress needs to start showing more 
support and respect for law enforce-
ment, not only through our words but 
through our actions, and we must hold 
violent criminals who target them ac-
countable. That is why I and several 
other Senate colleagues have intro-
duced the Protect and Serve Act. It is 
legislation that would create Federal 
penalties for individuals who delib-
erately target local, State, and Federal 
law enforcement officers with violence. 

Next Congress, I plan to reintroduce 
this legislation and work to build sup-
port until its passage because, with in-
creased penalties like those proposed 
in the Protect and Serve Act, criminals 
may start thinking twice before tar-
geting an officer, and if they choose to 
do it, they are going to regret it. 

There is no doubt that being a law 
enforcement officer is one of the hard-
est and most dangerous jobs in this 
country, but it is also one of the most 
noble and honorable professions. They 
run to danger to protect others. They 
are fully aware of those dangers as 
they go through the police academy 
and begin their career as officers. Yet 
they do it every single day. 

Tyler Herndon is an officer who an-
swered the call, ran into danger to pro-
tect others, and lost his life. My 
thoughts and prayers are with Officer 
Herndon’s family, the Mount Holly Po-
lice Department, and the community 
he served. I want Tyler Herndon’s fam-
ily and law enforcement across the 
State of North Carolina to know that 
we will never forget the sacrifice he 
made and they make every day and 
that we are going to work hard to get 
them the respect and the resources 
they deserve. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Minnesota. 
CORONAVIRUS 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
rise to honor and pay tribute to our 
Senate colleagues who are departing at 
the end of this Congress. I was able to 
work with all of them in different 
ways, and we are going to miss them. 

Before that, I did want to mention 
the importance of the continuing nego-
tiations on end-of-the-year pandemic 
relief. I have been involved in those, 
and I want to thank those Members 
who have been at the forefront of this 
all through the weekend, all through 
the last few weeks. 

I cannot stress how important it is 
right now. My State just got through a 
spike in COVID. We lost so many peo-
ple. We have so many small businesses, 
like so many States in this country, 
that are closed down. 

While we see the light at the end of 
the tunnel with the vaccine, I talked to 
a friend of mine whose husband is an 
infectious disease doctor, and she said 
when she saw those trucks rolling out 
in Michigan, she just started to sob 
just seeing it on TV. I think that is 
how a lot of people in this country feel, 
but it is on us right now to make sure 
we get the funding so that vaccine gets 
distributed as it should and to also en-
sure that our economy is in a place 
that when we start going back into the 
workplace—not just virtually—we will 
be able to bounce back as we should, 
and that means pandemic relief at the 
end of this year. 

TRIBUTE TO DOUG JONES 
Mr. President, so my departing col-

leagues—and I like every single one of 
them. I will start with my good friend 
Senator DOUG JONES. 

Throughout the years, I have gotten 
to know DOUG, as so many of us have, 
as a colleague but more importantly, 
as a friend. These past few years have 
not been easy for anyone, but what 
they have called for are leaders who 
will do what is right and who are will-
ing to show courage and take risks. 

One of those leaders is DOUG JONES, a 
native of Fairfield, AL, and the son of 
a father who worked in the steel indus-
try. My grandpa worked in the iron ore 
business underground. I know a little 
bit about this. 

DOUG graduated from the University 
of Alabama and the University of Ala-
bama Law School. Afterwards, he 
served as a top aide for his home State 
Senator Howell Heflin. I still remem-
ber Howell Heflin. Long after Walter 
Mondale had left government, I was 
working with him in Minnesota, and 
Howell Heflin would call for him, and 
the accent was a little hard for a Min-
nesotan to get through. I remember 
Mondale, literally within a few hours, 
howling with laughter when he took 
the call. I am sure he was a great men-
tor for DOUG to have when he first got 
into politics. 

DOUG then became the U.S. attorney 
for the Northern District of Alabama, 
and in 2017 he became the first Demo-
crat to represent Alabama in the U.S. 
Senate since 1997. 

I will never forget the first speech 
DOUG gave on the Senate floor. It was 
about gun violence, calling for biparti-
sanship and pragmatism and for the 
courage to seize the moment. He actu-
ally quoted Senator Heflin, saying: 

Our Constitution itself came about 
through a series of great compromises; it 
was not written by ideologues who clung to 
their way or no way. Compromise and nego-
tiation—the hallmarks of moderation— 
aimed at achieving moderate, centrist poli-
cies for our country should not be viewed as 
negatives. 

DOUG believed in a simple philosophy 
when he was here: Never compromise 
your principles—and he certainly 
showed us that—but work with your 
colleagues, Democrat or Republican, to 
move our country forward. 

I remember what he said about gun 
safety in his maiden speech. He was 
hopeful that we may have reached a 
tipping point because ‘‘our young men 
and women are awakening the con-
science of America.’’ 

That is something that DOUG has 
done in his time in the U.S. Senate, 
and he showed it even before that 
when, as a prosecutor, he brought clo-
sure to the families of the four little 
girls killed in the 16th Street Baptist 
Church bombing by prosecuting those 
who sought to use fear, hatred, and vio-
lence to inhibit the rights of others. He 
did that for his State because that was 
his job, but in so doing, he brought clo-
sure and justice for our Nation. 

We are all fortunate to call DOUG a 
friend. He has been a champion for vet-
erans. After the tax bill had a problem 
with survivor benefits for Gold Star 
families, it was DOUG who introduced 
the bill to fix the problem and got it 
passed for those who had already made 
the ultimate sacrifice. 

It has truly been an honor and a 
privilege to work alongside Senator 
JONES. Integrity and decency—those 
are the words I think about when I 
think about DOUG JONES, and he will be 
missed in this Senate. 
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